
The “writing” and I
Elina Sergidou, Floris Gisolf, Yijia Zheng, Sadaf Gulshad



Efficient Writing Strategies

https://medewerker.uva.nl/en/science/content-secured/events/2022/09/efficient-wri
ting-strategies.html1

Especially good if you are about to start writing a paper (following IMRD)

Takeaway message: There is no such a thing as inspiration!

1 this is from 2022, but I assume the course takes place in 2023 as well 

https://medewerker.uva.nl/en/science/content-secured/events/2022/09/efficient-writing-strategies.html
https://medewerker.uva.nl/en/science/content-secured/events/2022/09/efficient-writing-strategies.html


Reflect on your writing process

What exactly did you do? How did that work for 
you?

Why did it work? Or why 
not?

Took a short break Talked to a colleague, took my 
mind off the writing

It was refreshing

Stared at my screen (trying to 
think the ‘perfect’ sentence to 
write)

Exhausting, not satisfied with 
anything, nothing at the end

No such a thing as perfection

Said that I will write so much 
text

Too much pressure Unrealistic goal

… … …



Reflect on your writing process

What exactly did you do? How did that work for 
you?

Why did it work? Or why 
not?

Took a short break Talked to a colleague, grabbed 
a coffee

It was refreshing

Stared at my screen (trying to 
think the ‘perfect’ sentence to 
write)

Exhausting, not satisfied with 
anything, nothing at the end

No such a thing as perfection

Said that I will write so much 
text

Too much pressure Unrealistic goal

… … …

Now I say I will write for 20min 

Free writing, telling my inner 
critic to go away for a while



Picturing your research 

Main research 
question reason

Discipline(s)

Answer

Strategy: 
sub-questions & 

methods



Writing process
Phase: Preparation

● Orientation: purpose, 
reader, criteria

● Content: principal 
message, 
argumentation

● Structure: flow

Composition
● Work rapidly and 

remain focused
● DON’T do anything 

else

Editing
● Revise structure/style
● Complete and 

process: correct 
sentence, language 
usage, references 

Time spend 
(ideally):

40% 20% 40%

Inner critic: Present Turn it OFF Present

Result: Outline Initial draft (writer 
oriented)

Final version (reader 
oriented)



Writing process
Phase: Preparation

● Orientation: purpose, 
reader, criteria

● Content: principal 
message, 
argumentation

● Structure: flow

Composition
● Work rapidly and 

remain focused
● DON’T do anything 

else

Editing
● Revise structure/style
● Complete and 

process: correct 
sentence, language 
usage, references 

Time spend 
(ideally):

40% 20% 40%

Inner critic: Present Turn it OFF Present

Result: Outline Initial draft (writer 
oriented)

Final version (reader 
oriented)

I usually tried to do this at one step. And drumrolls … 
It didn’t work.

Do not underestimate the importance of a 
good and detailed outline.



My outline

Introduction
Main setup: forensic speaker comparison
Legally intercepted communications can serve as evidence of a crime. Verifying the speaker of a speech fragment might be required to 
attribute a crime to a suspect.

- Given a disputed speech fragment from the offender and reference material from the suspect, forensic practitioners start their 
analysis by stating two competitive hypotheses, namely prosecutor vs defense hypothesis. [Drygajlo et al. (2015)]

- In their auditory and acoustic analyses, the practitioners consider a variety of features, such as pronunciation, language 
competence and disfluencies [Foulkes et al. (2012)]

- The diversity of features is a strong asset of the auditory-acoustic approach [Jessen (2018)]

Automated speaker comparison in forensic casework
The usage of automated speaker comparison (ASC) systems in forensic casework gains ground [Gold et al. (2019)]

- During the last years, the performance and robustness of ASC have been significantly improved. [Bai et al. (2021), Morrison et al. 
(2019)]

- The gains in performance can be attributed to deep learning approaches and access to a large amount of data. [Snyder et al. 
(2018), Kelly et al. (2019), Desplanques et al (2020)]

…



Tips & Tools

● Keep distractions at bay (impossible when you have cats)
● Set realistic goals and time to work on them
● Take breaks
● Free writing to warm up (about 10min)
● Keep a logbook
● Research about your journal/venue 

○ What do you know about? (deadlines, opportunity for revision, format)
○ What is their prior knowledge concerning the topic of your text?
○ What are their opinions concerning the topic of your text or concerning you as a researcher 

(sender)? 



Writing Logic*
First, make the logic of the whole paper clear: (3W2H)

*Selected from the talk of Yanyan Lan (link: https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1) (Only in Chinese)

https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1


Writing Logic*
Second, make the logic of each section clear: 

*Selected from the talk of Yanyan Lan (link: https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1) (Only in Chinese)

https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1


Writing Logic*
Expand your logic and make it more clear: 

*Selected from the talk of Yanyan Lan (link: https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1) (Only in Chinese)

6. Taking examples

7. Using figures

8. Using logical connectors
(First, Second, Third, Finally, 
As a result, Consequently...)

(Best Student Paper of SIGIR2012)

https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1n7411o7dU?p=1


1. Methods 
2. Experiments and Results
3. Related Works
4. Introduction
5. Conclusions 
6. Abstract

Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

Sample Paper

 



Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

1. Methods 

We generally have a rough idea of the method, so it is easier to start with that. 

Sample Paper

 



Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

2.  Experiments and Results

I generally think about a submission once I have some results. So, I start 
grouping and putting them in the draft. For example as,

● Qualitative Analysis
● Quantitative Analysis

Sample Paper

 



Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

3. Related Works

This is my favourite section to write. 

● I usually begin with grouping the related works for example,

 

● Whenever we mention a paper or a group of papers in the related section it should be either for
○ Contrast: authors did this while we do …….
○ Support: We follow a similar idea ….

● Each paragraph should have its own conclusion.

Sample Paper

 



Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

4. Introduction

● This is where WE introduce our storyline and support it with references from the 
previous research.

● Most closely related works can also be discussed here.
● A teaser figure is usually included and discussed in the introduction.
● In the final paragraph contributions I try to write contributions as clearly as possible. You 

can also enumerate them.

Sample Paper

 



Steps that I usually follow to write a paper

4. Abstract, Conclusions, Figures and Tables

● Captions should be self explanatory for each figure and table.
● After reading the title, abstract, conclusions and looking at the figures and tables a researcher 

from the field should be able to get the gist of the paper. 



chatGPT: Chad GPT or Generating Preposterous Text?

4 ways to use during writing:

1. Restructure a sentence or paragraph
2. Generate a sentence or paragraph based on a prompt
3. Ask it questions
4. Generate LaTeX snippets



Do not use chatGPT 3.5

Only use chatGPT 4



Restructure a sentence or paragraph

Prompt:

Can you make the following sentences better for an academic paper? Keep it 
brief; do not use fancy language; combine or split sentences if necessary

[sentences]



Generate a sentence or paragraph based on a prompt



Ask it questions

But do not take its answers for true without other sources.



4 3.5





ACM IEEE Elsevier
If used:as spell checker: no 
mention needed

To generate new content such as 
text, images, tables, code, etc. 
you must disclose their use in 
either the acknowledgements 
section 

If used:as spell checker: no 
mention needed

The AI system used shall be 
identified, and specific sections 
of the paper that use 
AI-generated content shall be 
identified and accompanied by a 
brief explanation regarding the 
level at which the AI system was 
used to generate the content.

Authors are allowed to use 
generative AI and AI-assisted 
technologies in the writing 
process before submission, but 
only to improve the language 
and readability of their paper and 
with the appropriate disclosure

https://www.acm.org/publications/policies/frequently-asked-questions#:~:text=If%20you%20are%20using%20generative,elsewhere%20in%20the%20Work%20prominently
https://conferences.ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org/author-ethics/guidelines-and-policies/submission-policies/#:~:text=Guidelines%20for%20Artificial%20Intelligence%20%28AI%29,AI%20system%20used%20to
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/publishing-ethics

